Tests for Dane particles in serum concentrates of HBsAg positive hemodialysis patients.
The present study was undertaken to assess the infectivity of sera from HBsAg positive hemodialysis patients by measuring HBeAg, DNA polymerase activity and Dane particle associated HBcAg. Of 33 sera tested 25 were positive for at least one of these tests for Dane particles, indicating that most HBsAg positive hemodialysis patients are highly infectious. The demonstration of DNA polymerase activity in serum concentrates was proven to be the most sensitive assay for the detection and quantitation of Dane particles in serum. We conclude from our results that HBsAg positive hemodialysis patients should be treated in separate units and be served by staff who are either anti-HBs positive or HBsAg carriers.